
Ecole Elgin Market 
School Community Council Meeting 
Date: Monday Sept 25, 2023 6pm 
Location – school library and Microsoft Teams 
  
 

1. Attendance: Laura Stockland, Sarah Newton, Stephanie Cowan, Jan Johnston, Tiffany 

Rutledge, Kathryn Craig, Taheer Abidi, Rory Cavanagh, A (Parent request not to publish 

name) 

 

2. Adoption of Agenda: motion to accept by Stephanie Cowan and second by Tatheer  

Abidi 

 

3. Approval of Previous Minutes: minutes from last meeting distributed in June.  Accepted 

 

4. Correspondence: No correspondence 

 

5. New Business: 

 

a. Principal’s report – see attachment 1 

b. Walking Students / School Traffic – Concern raised that in the immediate weeks 

leading up to school beginning there was no warning for some families 

previously eligible for bussing were not eligible.    The exemption provided to 

close neighbourhoods for walking distance policy was removed as the 

infrastructure had been built up.  The area still lacked from the south direction 

sidewalk for some parts, no cross walk (across Bruce Ave) and a hidden 

intersection at Bruce Ave and Queen Street.   

It is noted that the school trustee and principal do not have authority on who is 

bussed.  The policy is implemented by bussing consortium.  Additional areas had 

seen bus stops consolidated.  Some families eligible for bussing remained 

without a bus route when school started.   

Known issues that contributed includes: bussing delays being common in 2022-

23 school year, likely bus driver shortage, long duration bussing activities at 

school in afternoon (1.5 hours in 22-23 school year).  For this school year 23-24 

school routes were re-organized to only drop and pick up at 2 schools. 

Many parents contacted the Municipality of Kincardine using the online 

community feedback /concerns form through the website.  Responses received 

indicated that options were being looked at for safe crossing at Bruce Ave and 

the area with no sidewalk is going to be paved and plowed to provide a safe 

walking route.  A School Council member who is also a Municipal elected 

representative notes that the change in bussing policy was also a surprise to the 

Municipality.  Councilors for our area are engaged as well as municipal staff to 

discuss safety solutions.   
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Actions – Principal agrees to remind families that Princes St traffic is 

recommended to be one way (North to South) during drop of and pick up times. 

- The School Council will discuss at next meeting to provide update to 

situation for potential sidewalks, cross walks, etc. 

c. Trustee Report – It is noted that Trustee has also been hearing concerns from 

affected families on bussing situation.   

School Board Policies are being reviewed by BWDWB committee.  Trustee 

member notes they lead committee.  Administrative reviews at this time 

including procedures that are not attached to policies.  Question asked by 

Trustee to Principal if Right To Refusal (to accept students )is exercised in this 

school  Principal notes it is not.  Only exception noted is Educational Assistants 

are required and may be unavailable on severe weather days. 

d. Open Forum – This is a new agenda item.  Intended to encourage parents and 

stakeholders to bring forward comments / issues of concern / and questions.  In 

advance of next meeting this will be communicated as part of invite to attend. 

 

6. Old Business:  none 

 

7. Professional Activity Day Topics – attachment 2 – this is a new requirement that PA day 

topics be shared publicly.  This new agenda item allows for us to record this activity. 

 

8. Policies under review: 

No new policies to review 

 

9. Next Meeting:  Nov 27th 6pm 
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